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receiving a message parity error message over a SCSI bus; 
determining whether said SCSI enabled device is in a data 
transfer state; 

if said SCSI enabled device is in a data transfer state, then 
generating a response message to an initiator, said response 
message notifying said initiator device that a previous data 
transfer' operation will be resumed. 
Page 3 , paragraph 1 : 
According to a second aspect of the present invention there is 
provided a method of operating a SCSI driver, said method 
comprising: 

carrying out a data transfer phase; 

receiving a message parity error message following said data 
transfer phase; and 

sending a restore data pointer message, after receiving said 
message parity error message. 

Page 4, before "Brief Description of the Drawings", please add: 
--The invention includes an SCSI enabled device operable for: 
receiving a message parity error message over a SCSI bus; 
determining whether said SCSI enabled device is in a data 
transfer state; and 
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generating a response signal to an initiator device from which 
a data transfer phase was initiated, said response message 
notifying said initiator device that a previous data transfer 
operation will be recommenced. 

The invention includes an SCSI driver operable for: 

carrying out a data transfer phase; 

receiving a message parity error message following said data 
transfer phase; 

recognizing that a message parity error message has occurred 
immediately after a data transfer phase; and 

sending a restore data pointer message, after receiving said 
message parity error message. 

Page 5, the last paragraph on the page: 

In the known SCSI protocol, a host device is permitted to send 
message bytes during a data transfer phase. Some messages are 
meaningful when they occur during a data transfer phase. However, 
other types of messages are meaningless and inappropriate when they 
occur during a data transfer phase. 

Page 6, first full paragraph: 

Normally, messages sent during a data transfer phase would be 
messages which are appropriate, i.e. have a meaning in the context 
of the data transfer phase. Ideally, messages of a meaningless or 
inappropriate type would not be sent during a data transfer phase 
by a host computer device. However, in practice, meaningless 
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and/or inappropriate messages do occur during data transfer phases 
and are sent by host computer devices onto a SCSI bus. 
Page 6, third full paragraph: 

An example of an inappropriate message which could be received 
during a data transfer phase comprises a message parity error 
message during a SCSI data phase. A message parity error message 
(MPEM) indicates to a driver that there has been some kind of 
parity error detected during a message phase. This would be 
inappropriate immediately after a data transfer, because the 
message parity error message relates to a message, whereas the last 
set of signals on the SCSI bus were data transfer, not messages. 
Therefore, in that context, the message parity error message is 
meaningless. It is inappropriate to send the message parity error 
message to a SCSI bus, when there has been no message to which that 
message parity error message relates. 

Page 7, second full paragraph: 

Referring to Fig. 3 herein there is illustrated schematically 
components of a tape data storage device. The tape data storage 
device 300 comprises a SCSI interface 301 capable of communicating 
with a SCSI bus 302; at least one data processor 303; a buffer 
memory 304; a tape drive mechanism 305 having a port for accepting 
a removable tape data storage medium 306. A controller 307 for 
controlling input of data through the SCSI interface 301, 
controlling and managing data storage in the buffer memory 304, and 
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controlling data storage and management in the tape drive mechanism 
305. The tape data storage device also comprises a power supply, 
and a liquid crystal display (not shown) for showing an operational 
status of the data storage device as is known in the prior art. 
Page 7, fourth full paragraph: 

Controller 307 contains program data written in a conventional 
programming language for example C, or C++ as is known to those 
skilled in the art. The program data comprises an algorithm for 
causing the SCSI enabled peripheral device to operate in modes of 
operation as follows. 

Page 7, fifth full paragraph: 

There will now be described operation of a tape data storage 
device for overcoming the problem of hangs caused under conditions 
in which a host computer device seizes a SCSI bus during a bus free 
period after an arbitration host selection period and commence 
write/read period. 

Pages 8 and 9, the paragraph bridging the pages: 
Referring to Fig. 5 herein there is illustrated schematically 
process steps carried out by an SCSI driver, upon receiving a 
message parity error message (MPEM) immediately after data transfer 
phase. The SCSI driver is in an initial state 500, which can be 
any state. A message parity error message 501 is received on the 
SCSI bus. Upon receiving the message parity error message, the 
SCSI driver checks whether the state of the driver is in a data 
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transfer phase in process 502. If the SCSI driver is not in a data 
transfer phase, then in process 503, the SCSI driver continues to 
respond to the message parity error message in conventional manner 
and then reverts to any other state 504. However, if in process 
502 the state of the driver immediately before receipt of the 
message parity error message was a data transfer state, then in 
process 505 the SCSI driver recognizes the message parity error 
message as being a SCSI no-operation message. In process 506, the 
SCSI driver responds to the message parity error message by making 
a response to a no-operation message, and then reverts to a 
previous state 507. 

Page 9, the first full paragraph: 

An SCSI no-operation message is a message which an initiator 
device sends to a target device, when the target is requesting a 
message and the initiator does not have any other valid message to 
send. In other words, the no-operation message is simply a message 
which is sent by a host computer to a peripheral, to ignore the 
message . 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 1, 3 and 5-9 as follows: 

1. (Amended) A method of operation of an SCSI enabled 
device in response to a parity error message coupled over an SCSI 
enabled bus, said method comprising: 
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